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in an earlier form the Fravardln. This would correspond to a Sanskrit word pravart in* which, however, does not occur in Sanskrit. Pravartin might mean what moves forward or sets in motion, like pra-vartaka, a promoter, but it is explained in Zend as meaning protector. The Persian name Phraortes is probably a Greek corruption of Pravarti.
It is curious that the name of Pitaras should not occur in the Avesta, nor that of Pravartin in the Toda, though tho two were clearly meant at first for exactly the same thing.
Wider m@fcu.ixig- of FravpM&i.
The Fravashis, however, are not restricted to the departed, though their Fravashis arc most frequently invoked. Every being, whether living or dead* has its Fravashi, its unseen agent, which is joined to the body at the time of birth, and leaves it again at the time of death. The Fravashis remind us of the Greek Daimonert and the Roman Genii. The Fravashin belong to the spiritual, the body to the material motion. Not only men, but the gods also, Ormazd, the sacred word, the sky, tho water, the plants, all have their Fravashis. We may call the Fravashi the genius of anything. Dr. Haug, however, goes further and identifies the Fravashis with tho ideas of Plato, which is going too far, for the Fravashis are always self-conscious, if not perRonal beings. Thus we read in the Fravardin Yashtl:
' Ahuramazda spake to Spitama Zarathushtra: To thee alone I shall tell the power and strength, glory, usefulness, and happiness of the holy guardian angels,
1 Haug, p. 207.